
CORRESPONDENSE RECEIVED FROM THE PUBLIC   

                      PCTPA Regular Board Meeting

                             February 25, 2026



February 24, 2026 

To:  Mike Costa, PCTPA Senior Transportation Planner 

From: Peter Eakland, T.E. 

Subject:  Comments on FY2026/FY2027 Unmet Transi Needs Assessment 

I am asking that assessments be changed from “Not an Unmet Transit Need” to “Unmet 
Transit Need” for requests 10 and 26.  The annual assessment of unmit transit needs 
requires two separate decisions.  First is the service request an unmet need?  If the answer 
is yes, then the second issue, whether or not the unmet need is reasonable to address at 
this time, must be answered.  If no, then no further considerations exist.  The two requests 
are for adding fixed-route service on the Wildcat Blvd., and the sole justification for the 
“Not an Unmet Need” assessment is that, according to current County criteria, dial-a-ride 
service by itself is considered adequate mobility for residents.  The change to an “Unmet 
Transit Need” is vital if on-going transit planning can address generally accepted transit 
demand factors such as development density, demographics, and the proximity of 
shopping, recreational, and medical trip generators.  

I have carefully reviewed the annual unmet transit assessment reports since the adoption 
of the 2018-2025 Short Range Transit Plans adopted separately by Placer County and 
Roseville transit operators.  I found 27 separate mentions of either Wildcat Boulevard or 
Whitney High School.  I have listed five of them, and all received an “Unmet Transit Need” 
designation that are unreasonable to address at this time.  The response for one of them 
includes the following:  “The situation will continue to be monitored as development 
occurs and densities may support expanded service in the future”.  

Why is there a difference between this year’s assessments and those of past years?  The 
simple answer is that the Unmet Transit Needs ceriteria, updated by the Board on February 
23, 2021 five three ago, added several “poison pills” that virtually eliminate many accepted 
factors for on-going transit planning.  Beginning with the 2023/2024 assessment, as I have 
noted, a fixed-route transit service request is now “Not an unmet transit need” if either 
fixed-route or dial-ride service is provided.  No consideration can be given to relevant land 
development conditions or significant differences or between the operating characteristics 
and and performance meassures between fixed-route and dial-a-ride services.  Since 
Rocklin’s areawide dial-a-ride service provides service within and beyond its boundaries, 
any new request for fixed-route service by any South Placer County location with dial-a-ride 
service  has to be considered “Not an Unmet Transit Need”.  Affected areas for Rocklin 
residents include the single dial-a-ride zone including not only the the City of Rocklin but 
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Loomis locations and the Roseville retail corridor that includes the Galleria and Fairway 
Boulevard.  

Is the Wildcat Boulevard corridor in the near future able to support a base level of fixed-
route service and deserve designation as an “Unmet Transit Need”?  Without a doubt, the 
answer is “Yes”. As shown on Exhibit 1, five locations on Wildcat Blvd have residential 
densities of 10-20 units/acre, including a 288-unit, low-income development and a major 
senior assisted-living facility.  The aerial view in Exhibit 2 also shows a high school, a 
community-level park, an UCD Davis medical clinic, a major senior assisted-living facility, a 
major grocery store one-third a mile away from the Whitney Ranch Blvd. intersection, and a 
pending 100-bed UCDavis hospital with an adjacent hotel.   

On the performance level, fixed fixed-route transit in 2017 had five times the productivity of 
dial-a-ride, three times the farebox ratio, and 30% of the cost/passenger trip, as shown in 
Exhibit 3.  Comparisons for 2023 had a similar range.  Fixed-route service also has key 
advantages of no reservations required, virtually no capacity constraints, and reliable trip 
boarding and arrival times.  Both from the perspective of the operator and a potential rider, 
promoting a shift from dial-a-ride to fixed-route service is not only cost-effective but 
creates additional mobility for both the general public and ADA-eligible residents.    
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Exhibit 1 

Wildcat Fixed-Route Transit Requests for FY2026/FY2027 Unmet Transit Needs 
Assessment 
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Exhibit 2 

Selected Wildcat Blvd. Corridor Fixed-Route Transit Requests for Past UTN 
Assessments 

 

FY2020 UTN Assessment 
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FY2022 UTN Assessment 

 

 

FY2023 UTN Assessment 
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Exhibit 3 
Comparison of Dial-a-Ride and Fixed Ride Performance Measures 

      

Description   Year 

Pass/ 
Veh-Hr 

Farebox 
Ratio 

Cost/ 
Pass-
Trip 

Fixed-
Route Route 10 2017 10.5 5.60% $12.77  
    2023 7.3 1.70% $31.30  
  Route 10 2017 8.9 5.30% $13.32  
    2023 7.1 1.90% $28.08  
Dial-a-Ride   2017 1.7 1.70% $46.40  
    2023 1.5 0.80% $121.87  
Route 10/Dial-a-Ride 2017 6.2 3.3 0.28  
    2023 4.9 2.1 0.26  
Route 20/Dial-a-Ride 2017 5.2 3.1 0.29  
    2023 4.7 2.4 0.23  
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Exhibit 6 
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Unmet Transit Needs Report 40

APPENDIX B: ADOPTED UTN DEFINITIONS
PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY 

TDA DEFINITIONS 
Pursuant to PUC Section 99401.5(c) 

Adopted 11/8/92 
Amended 3/23/94 
Amended 9/22/99 
Amended 9/27/06 
Amended 5/14/14 

Unmet Transit Need 

An unmet transit need is an expressed or identified need, which is not currently 
being met through the existing system of public transportation services.  Unmet 
transit needs are also those needs required to comply with the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Reasonable To Meet 

Unmet transit needs may be found to be "reasonable to meet" if all of the following criteria 
prevail:

1)  Service, which if implemented or funded, would result in the responsible service 
meeting the farebox recovery requirement specified in California Code of 
Regulations Sections 6633.2 and 6633.5, and Public Utilities Code 99268.2, 
99268.3, 99268.4, and 99268.5. 

2) Notwithstanding Criterion 1) above, an exemption to the required farebox recovery 
requirement is available to the claimant for extension of public transportation 
services, as defined by California Code of Regulations Section 6633.8, and Public 
Utilities Code 99268.8. 

3) Service, which if implemented or funded, would not cause the responsible operator 
to incur expenditures in excess of the maximum amount of Local Transportation 
Funds, State Transit Assistance Funds, Federal Transit Administration Funds, and 
fare revenues and local support, as defined by Sections 6611.2 and 6611.3 of the 
California Administrative Code, which may be available to the claimant. 

4) Community support exists for the public subsidy of transit services designed to 
address the unmet transit need, including but not limited to, support from 
community groups, community leaders, and community meetings reflecting a 
commitment to public transit. 

5) The need should be in conformance with the goals included in the Regional 
Transportation Plan. 

6) The need is consistent with the intent of the goals of the adopted Short Range 
Transit Plan, as amended, for the applicable jurisdiction.  
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