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299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  September 7, 2010
  
FROM: David Melko, Senior Transportation Planner  
  
SUBJECT: FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SEIR) 

FOR THE PLACER COUNTY 2035 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN (RTP) 

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approve Resolution #10-17 certifying the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(SEIR), adopting a Statement of Findings, a Statement of Overriding Considerations, and a 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Placer County 2035 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP). 
 
BACKGROUND 
In March of 2008, SACOG adopted the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and Final 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The 2035 MTP Final EIR included PCTPA’s 2027 RTP for 
the basis of the environmental impact analysis and included up-to-date information regarding 
specific projects. The 2035 MTP Final EIR addressed the potential impacts for all of the policies 
and projects included in the 2027 RTP, except for certain new policy changes, project changes, 
and one specific project, the I-80/SR65 Interchange Modification project, all included as part of 
the RTP update.  
 
Because the policies and the majority of projects included in the 2035 RTP were previously 
evaluated in the MTP Final EIR, this SEIR tiers off of that EIR and assumes that the analysis of 
that document was adequate, where applicable. Therefore, this SEIR focuses only on the 
potential environmental impacts of new policy changes of the 2035 RTP, as well as the potential 
impacts of project changes, and the inclusion of the I-80/SR65 Interchange Modification project, 
which was not fully addressed in the MTP Final EIR. 
 
Potential environmental impacts in the Final SEIR are discussed on a programmatic level. 
Specific impacts of individual RTP projects are not the intended use of the Final SEIR. 
Implementation of individual projects may require further environmental review, which will be 
determined by the appropriate implementing agency on a case-by-case basis prior to each project 
being considered for approval.  Each of those individual projects will be required to comply with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
DISCUSSION 
This EIR has been prepared as an SEIR pursuant to Section 15163(a) (2) of the CEQA 
Guidelines. An SEIR is prepared when minor additions or changes are necessary to make a 
previously certified EIR adequately apply to the project in the changed situation. This SEIR and 
the Final EIR for the SACOG MTP that was certified in March 2008 comprise the environmental 
review documentation for the 2035 RTP.  
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During the 45-day public review period for the draft SEIR, comments were received from the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, Caltrans District 3, and from one member of the 
public. A late comment was received from the California Department of Conservation. These 
comments, together with PCTPA’s response to the comments are included in Chapter 6.0 of the 
Final SEIR.  None of the comments received necessitated any revisions to the text of the Draft 
SEIR. 
 
This 2035 MTP Final EIR identifies potentially significant or significant, and unavoidable 
environmental impacts. The SEIR indicates that the 2035 RTP would not result in new potentially 
significant or significant, and unavoidable environmental impacts or increase the severity of 
impacts beyond those previously addressed in the MTP Final EIR because no substantial changes to 
baseline environmental or regulatory conditions, or to the proposed projects have occurred since 
certification of the 2035 MTP EIR by SACOG in March 2008. These potentially significant, 
significant, and unavoidable environmental impacts are considered acceptable in light of the 
economic, fiscal, social, environmental, and other considerations because the benefits of the 
2035 RTP outweigh such adverse environmental impacts. The Board resolution includes a 
specific statement of findings and overriding considerations in this regard. 
 
The Final SEIR recommends mitigation measures, where possible, which would reduce or 
eliminate many of these adverse environmental effects. The Final SEIR also includes a 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, as Appendix C, to ensure compliance with 
adopted mitigation measures during project implementation. 
 
Staff recommends that the Board approve Resolution #10-17 certifying the Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR), adopting a Statement of Findings, a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations, and a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Placer 
County 2035 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). The TAC at its September 7 meeting also 
unanimously concurred with these staff recommendations. 
 
Attachments 
 



 
 PLACER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AGENCY  
 
IN THE MATTER OF: CERTIFYING THE FINAL  RESOLUTION NO. 10-17 
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
REPORT, ADOPTING A STATEMENT OF FINDINGS,  
A STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS,  
AND A MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING  
PROGRAM FOR THE PLACER COUNTY 2035  
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN  

 
The following resolution was duly passed by the Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
at a regular meeting held September 22, 2010 by the following vote on roll call: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 
Signed and approved by me after its passage 
 
 
        
     _______________________________________ 
    Chair  
    Placer County Transportation Planning Agency 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Executive Director 
 
  
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Government Code, Title 7.91, Section 67910, PCTPA was 
created as a local area planning agency to provide regional transportation planning for the area of 
Placer County, exclusive of the Lake Tahoe Basin;  
 
WHEREAS, California Government Code Section 29532.1(c) identifies PCTPA as the 
designated regional transportation planning agency for Placer County, exclusive of the Lake 
Tahoe Basin;  
 
WHEREAS, PCTPA is the lead agency for the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report for the Placer County 2035 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP);  
 
WHEREAS, PCTPA prepared and distributed a Notice of Preparation for the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report, including to the State Clearinghouse, on May 6, 2010, under the 
title - Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for the 2035 Regional Transportation 
Plan (SCH #2010052013); 
 
 



 
WHEREAS, PCTPA uses the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final 
Environmental Impact Report (SCH #2007012050), certified by the Sacramento Area Council of 
Governments (SACOG) in March 2008, as the basis of the environmental impact analysis of the 
RTP and assumes that the analysis of the Final Environmental Impact Report was adequate, 
where applicable, for purposes of tiering;  
 
WHEREAS, PCTPA prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act that focuses only on the potential 
environmental impacts of new policy changes of the 2035 RTP, as well as the potential impacts 
of project changes, and the addition of one new project, the I-80/SR65 Interchange Modification 
Project; 
 
WHEREAS, PCTPA addressing the potentially significant environmental impacts of the 2035 
RTP, released on June 9, 2010, the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, which was 
circulated for public review from June 9, 2010 to July 23, 2010 pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act; 
 
 WHEREAS, PCTPA gave full and legal notice of a public hearing on the Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report held on June 23, 2010;  
 
WHEREAS, PCTPA received written comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report, in response to which, PCTPA prepared and released the Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report on September 10, 2010;  
 
WHEREAS, the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and the 2035 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental Impact Report comprise the environmental 
review documentation for the 2035 RTP; and 
 
WHEREAS, the PCTPA Board of Directors duly considered the Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report and the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental 
Impact Report, the comments of the public both oral and written, and is fully informed thereon. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, PCTPA DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. That PCTPA has reviewed and considered the information contained in the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and certifies that same has been completed in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and State guidelines and that it shall 
be adopted. 
 
Section 2. That PCTPA hereby approves the written Statement Of Findings on alternatives 
and significant unavoidable impacts as set forth within Chapter 4.0 of the Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report and within the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final 
Environmental Impact Report, which are incorporated herein by reference. For each impact, 
PCTPA hereby finds that:  

 
 
 
 



• Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the 2035 RTP 
which avoid or substantially lessen the potentially significant or significant 
environmental impacts identified in the Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report; 

• Such changes, include recommended mitigation measures, which are under the 
purview and jurisdiction of other public agencies, and therefore, it is 
recommended that these public agencies with authority to implement 
recommended mitigation measures adopt them at the project-specific 
environmental review stage; and 

• Specific economic, fiscal, legal, social, technological, environmental or other 
considerations make the project alternatives identified in the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report infeasible. 

 
Each of these findings is supported by substantial evidence in the administrative record. 
 
Section 3. That PCTPA has evaluated all comments, written and oral, received from persons, 
jurisdictions, and other public agencies who reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. 
 
Section 4. That PCTPA hereby approves and adopts the mitigation measures set forth in the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, which are incorporated herein by reference. PCTPA 
recommends that public agencies with authority to implement the recommended mitigation 
measures adopt them at the project-specific environmental review stage. 
 
Section 5. That PCTPA hereby acknowledges the existence of certain impacts identified and 
analyzed in the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and the 2035 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental Impact Report as being potentially significant or 
significant, which have not been eliminated, lessened, or mitigated to a less than significance 
level.  PCTPA further acknowledges that the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
and the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental Impact Report 
identifies certain unavoidable and irreversible environmental impacts which would remain 
significant and unavoidable after mitigation and cannot be avoided if the 2035 RTP is 
implemented.  PCTPA hereby approves this written Statement of Overriding Considerations as 
follows:  
 
• PCTPA finds that the proposed 2035 RTP would not result in new potentially significant or 

significant environmental impacts or increase the severity of impacts beyond those 
addressed in the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental 
Impact Report because no substantial changes to baseline environmental or regulatory 
conditions, or to the proposed projects have occurred since certification of the 2035 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Final Environmental Impact Report by SACOG 
in March 2008.  

 
• PCTPA finds that the unmitigated, partially mitigated, unavoidable and/or irreversible 

adverse environmental impacts of the RTP are acceptable in light of the economic, 
fiscal, legal, social, technological, environmental, and other considerations because the 
overall benefits of the RTP to traffic circulation, reduced traffic congestion, improved 
access and mobility, air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and noise as compared to 
future conditions without the proposed 2035 RTP outweigh the adverse environmental 
impacts of the RTP.   



 
• PCTPA finds that the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact identifies a number of 

recommended mitigation measures for potentially significant or significant, and 
unavoidable environmental impacts that are found to be within the jurisdiction of other 
public agencies and not within the authority of the PCTPA.  The Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report recommends that these mitigation measures should be 
adopted by such other public agencies. 

 
• PCTPA also finds that there is a balance of competing goals and that despite the 

unavoidable environmental risks in implementing the 2035 RTP, the programs, policies, 
and projects contained in the 2035 RTP are intended to contribute to the quality of life 
that is experienced and will work toward improving the quality of life experienced by 
Placer County residents, employees, and visitors.   

 
Section 6. That PCTPA hereby adopts the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program as 
set forth in Appendix C of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and 
incorporated herein by reference.  PCTPA hereby finds that the Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program:   
 
• Identifies each mitigation measure;  
 
• Identifies a responsible agency for verifying compliance with each mitigation measure; 
 
• Provides for the recording of actions taken toward implementation; and 

 
• Provides for recordation and keeping of said mitigation measures. 

 
Section 7. That the Executive Director is authorized to cause to be filed with the State 
Clearinghouse and with the Clerk of the County of Placer a Notice of Determination reflecting 
this action of PCTPA. 


