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TO: Board of Directors DATE: May 6, 2010
  
FROM: David Melko, Senior Planner 
 Solvi Sabol, Alt. Transportation Coordinator 

 

  
SUBJECT: STATUS REPORTS 
 
1. TDM & Coordinated Transit Marketing Status Report 

May is Bike Month (MIBM) is well underway and Placer County is on track to have a 
record number of registrations in 2010.  Various events attended throughout Placer County 
support MIBM promotional opportunities which raise bicycling awareness in the region as 
well as encourage other alternative modes of transportation.  These include Sierra College 
Earth Day (Rocklin), Placer County’s Celebrate the Earth (Roseville), Hewlett Packard 
Earth Day, Kaiser Earth Day, Tour de Lincoln, and Tour of California (Auburn).  Bike clubs 
in Lincoln, Auburn, and Loomis have also been integral component in getting the word out 
about May is Bike Month. 
 

2. Freeway Service Patrol 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) recommended changes to Beat 281A which is the service 
truck that serves I-80 and SR 65 during the morning shift (6:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.) on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  The implementation schedule for Beat 281 is now 
during the evening shift from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  This change does not affect the current 
budget and is intended to better serve the motoring public during a more heavily congested 
time. 

3. Capitol Corridor Update  
After 13 months of decline, ridership declined 0.5 percent in April compared to the same 
month in 2009. The Capitol Corridor continues to be negatively impacted by the state’s 
three furlough Fridays. The Capitol Corridor continues to be the third busiest Amtrak route 
in the nation, with ridership at 1.55 million for the previous 12 months. 

 
April revenue declined by 4.6 percent compared to the adopted Business Plan; but was up 
1.9 percent compared to April 2009. 
 
April fare recovery was 45.8 percent, still lower than the State and Business Plan goal of 
50.0 percent. 
 
April on-time performance averaged 94.1 percent, and represents the highest reliability 
score for the current fiscal year. With the completion of the tie-renewal programs that took 
place from mid-January through mid-March, the railroad is in a good state of repair. Some 
limited delays due to train equipment malfunctions and lifts at the Martinez-Benicia 
drawbridge impacted overall performance. The Capitol Corridor remains at number one in 
the Amtrak national system with its on-time performance for multi-frequency trains. 
 



PCTPA Board of Directors 
STATUS REPORT 
May 2010 
Page 2 
 

The Capitol Corridor is continuing to work with UPRR on developing a memorandum of 
understanding, developing a financing plan, and preparing a grant application to the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) for capital funding to bring additional service to Placer 
County. 
 
To respond to the weak discretionary travel market, the Capitol Corridor marketing 
campaigns will target mid-day discretionary travel, with discounts for seniors and school 
groups, and restart the Kids Ride Free on Weekends. The Capitol Corridor and PCTPA are 
promoting jointly “May is Bike to Work Month,” and also developing an online advertising 
plan to promote summer outreach campaign in Placer County. 
 


