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Construction plans to 
improve the Interstate 80/High
way 65 interchange are raising 
concerns. 

One of the concerns is fund
ing which could be diverted 
from other construction proj
ects. 

Celia McAdam, executive 
director of the Placer County 
Transportatibn Planning 
Agency, said that's normal and 
the economy is making it 
cheaper to build. 

"The upside of a bad econo
my is that your money goes fur
ther," McAdam said. "We had 
some project savings." 

The federal transportation 
bill passed in 2005 designated 
funds to widen the I-80 bottle
neck, which is under construc
tion right now. That money is 
also being diverted for 
improvements to the 1-80 inter
changes at the Eureka and 
Rocklin Road locations. 

McAdam hopes the extra 
funds will get the ball rolling for 
proposed changes to the 1
80/65 interchange as well. 

Auburn resident George Pre
ston told the PCTPAWednesday 
that the extra money should be 
returned to taxpayers. 

"I'd rather see my federal and 
state tax dollars go somewhere 
else," Preston said. "I reject the 
'spend it or lose it' mentality 
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The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency is seeking public input on a proposed $280 
million Interstate 80/Highway 65 connector improvement project. 

implied by reallocating funding 
from another project to this 
project." 

Controversy erupted after a 
Caltrans study recommended 
eliminating the 1-80 Taylor Road 
off-ramp to allow room for a 
proposed $280 million connec
tor improvement project. 

The project, in its early stages, 
would also widen the East 
Roseville Viaduct to add high 
occupancy vehicle lanes and a 
three-lane flyover connector 

between 1-80 and Highway 65. 
Preston said he disagrees 

with Caltrans' improvement 
goal to allow traffic on 1-80 to 
transition to Highway 65 at nor
mal highway speeds between 
freeways. 

"Slowing down is not a bad 
thing," Preston said. "I disagree 
with that. It is not a good goal. 
You can't cure stupidity and 
inattention by laying concrete." 

Preston also joined Taylor 
Road business owners who told 

the PCTPA they don't want 
plans to include elimination of 
the Taylor Road interchange, 
which is proposed by Caltrans. 

"When Caltrans closed the 
westbound exit to Taylor Road 
in the 80s, it impacted our busi
ness for years," said Cattlemen's 
restaurant President Wayne 
Holloway. "It confused people 
and they made the decision to 
go elsewhere." 

Cattlemen's has sat at the top 
of the off-ramp from 1-80 and 
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project. 
"The reality is controversial
 

projects don't tend to get fund

ed," McAdam said. "No matter
 
how you slice it, this is going to
 
be an expensive project. If there
 
is not a consensus locally as
 
well as with the feds and the
 
state this project is not likely to
 
move forward."
 

PCTPA board member and 
. Auburn City Councilman Keith 

Nesbitt said there is enough 
time to get consensus on the 
project. 

"There has to be some way to
 
fix it," Nesbitt said. "Is there any
 
way we could have some type
 
of a backtrack from the 1-80/65
 
interchange that could incor

porate a new exit of Taylor
 
Road."
 

McAdam said there is plenty
 
of time for the public to be
 
involved.
 

"We've gotten the message
 
loud and clear, there is a lot of
 
concern about the Taylor Road
 
closure," she said. "We're going
 
to start the public process and it
 
is going to take a long time."
 

Transportation officials are
 
planning a series of public
 
workshops slated for the fall
 
and the project's next step, the
 
Environmental Impact Study,
 
could take two years to com

plete.
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Taylor Road interchange closure sparks community debate 
By Jon Brines, Placer Herald Correspondent 

Area business owners and citizens voiced concerns 
over a transportation proposal to eliminate the 
Interstate 80/Taylor Road interchange. 

During a hearing last Wednesday at the Placer County 
Transportation Planning Agency, the Rocklin Area 
Chamber of Commerce President Franklin Burris told 
board members Taylor Road needs to stick around. 

"We do have a lot of concern and opposition to any 
closure to the Taylor Road and how it impacts traffic 
at the Rocklin Road interchange and Stanford 
Ranch/Highway 65 interchange," Burris said. 

Controversy erupted after a Caltrans study 
recommended eliminating the 1-80 Taylor Road off 
ramp to allow room for a proposed $280 million 
connector improvement project. The project, in its 

Jon Brines, Special to The Placer Herald 
early stages, would also widen the East Roseville 

The Placer County Transportation Planning Agency is Viaduct to add high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes 
seeking public input on a proposed $280 million Interstate and a three-lane f1yover connector between 1-80 and 
80/Highway 65 connector improvement project that could 

Highway 65. close the Taylor Road exit. 

Cattlemens Restaurant has sat on Taylor Road at the 
top of the 1-80 off ramp since 1975, but changes to the freeway interchanges have hurt their business. 

"When (altrans closed the westbound exit to Taylor Road in the 80s, it impacted our business for years," said 
Cattlemens CEO Wayne Holloway. "It confused people and they made the decision to go elsewhere." 

Candy Stephenson's family has owned property along Taylor Road since 1947 and said how construction crews 
operate has always been a concern for her. 

"They tend to notify you too late to do anything about it," Stephenson said. 

Stephenson said she's ready to sell the property and move on. 

Celia McAdam, the executive director of the PCfPA, told board members the controversy could sabotage the project. 

"The reality is controversial projects don't tend to get funded," McAdam said. "No matter how you slice it, this is going 
to be an expensive project. If there is not a consensus locally as well as with the feds and the state, this project is not 
likely to move forward." 

Rocklin City Council member Kathy Lund said the public needs to be involved before it's too late. 

"If you don't voice your concerns upfront, sometimes the decisions are made and they're hard to unmake," Lund said. 

The board voted to move forward with an environmental impact study which could take two years to complete before 
any decision would be made about Taylor Road. 

"We've gotten the message loud and clear, there is a lot of concern about the Taylor Road closure," McAdam said. 
"We're going to start the public process and it is going to take a long time." 

Transportation officials are planning a series of public workshops slated for the fall. 
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Petition aims to keep funds local
 
BY JOYIA EMARD 
LOOMIS NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Loomis· councilrnembers
 
want the state to stop raiding
 
local funds in attempts to fix
 
the state budget.
 

Councilmen. Miguel Uco

vich and Russ Kelley are cir

culating a statewide petition
 
to help' g~tenough signa

tures to place "the local tax~
 
payer, public safety and
 
transportation protection
 

. act" ~:m the November 2010'
 
ballot.
 

According to the p'etition,
 
the measure would prohibit
 
the state from "shifting, tak

ing, borrowing, or restricting
 
the use of tax revenues dedi

cated by law to fund lodd·
 
government services, com

munity redevelopment proj

ects or transportation proj

ects and services."
 

Town manager Perry Beck 
said that during the past two . 
years the state has borrowed tax revenue. said. . . ' 
$137,000 from Loomis. Those "We were an .unwilling He explained that state bor" 
funQswere from motor vehi~ lender. The borrowing caused rowing has forced the town to 
de in-liellfees and property cash flow problems," Beck • SEE PETI1ION PAGEA3 

. "'.'~ . 

PETITION: One. million sigl1atures needed for ballot
 
continued from A1 "We've had to defer '.. treasurer, said public safe vices, the task force pro
keep more money in liq ty funds have not been moting the measure, said 

planned road uid accounts instead ofin taken by the. state, the group plans to turn 
accoUJ)ts that be.ar higher because Loomis, being a the signatures in to the maintenance and ' 
interest. small town, only gets the county registrars some

Beck said the" state is didn't replace an minimum infunds. time in April, for verlt1ca
mandated to pay the "It has limited our abili tion, to qualify for theemployee who left." 
money back in three ty to do major road November ballot:. 

Perry Beckyears, but at that time. repairs, though," carroll The coalition's W()b site 
they .could just' issue . said. promoting the measure 
IOUs. He said the state Beck claims the state Ucovich sajd one mil is savelocalservices.com. 
has borrowed and repaid borrowing is also causing lion signatures are need The Web site states the 
an additional $50,000 this the town: to make cut ed to place the measure group is "a coalition of 
sear. backS. on the ballot. He said the taxpayers, public safety, 

According to Beck, the "We've had to defer petitions are being circu local government, trans
state has taken another planned road mainte lated throughout the portation, business and . 
$30,000 in town trans nance projects and didn't state. The measure, he labor." . 
portation fun<;is and has replace an employee who said, is supported by The site further states 
not yet repaid it. . left," he said. many public safety that major funding comes 

He said he expects the In December, town groups, transportation from "the League of Cali
state to take $20;000 more employee Ryan Wunscht, groups, cities and the fornia Cities (non-public 
in Apri!. . .a planner, left for another League ofCities. funds and CitiPAC) and. 

The state, Beck said, is . job and Beck decided not Alicia Leupp of Califor .the CalifomiaAlliance for 
using the borrowed mon to replace him. nians to Protect Local Jobs - Rebuild California 
ey, for its cash flow. Roger Carroll, town Taxpayers and Vital Ser- Committee." 

MARTHA GARCIA· LOOMIS NEWS 

Marti Jaureguy, of loomis, signs the petition to place the 
"the local taxpayer, public safety and transportation protec
tion act" on the state ballot. Ga~hering signatures in front 
of Raley's Monday are ,loomis councilman MiguelUcovich, 
center, and his wife, Nancy Ucovich. 
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New routes, schedule for city busses
 
BY MEGAN WOOD 
THE PRESS TRIBUNE 

Several Roseville Transit 
routes have been eliminated, 
while others have been modi
fied in an effort to close an esti
rp.ated $900,000 gap in funding. 

Alternative Transportation 
Manager MikeWIXon presented 
recommended route modifica
tions and a 25 cent fare increase 
for the Dial-a-Ride service to 
the Roseville City Council 
Wednesday. 

"We didn't want to make 
wholesale cuts," Wixon said. 
"We want to still have a good 
service when all is said and 
done." 

A shortage of key revenue 
sources including local trans
portation funding, sales tax and 
low ridership has cret'ited a 
need to modify services and 
routes, Wixon said. 

Among the modifications to 
services are eliminating free 
transfers between Roseville· 

continued from A1 
"My nephew has to 

walk home from work 
because he can't get a 
ride, that's not right," 
Geraldine said. "} have 
had to change jobs 
because I can't get a ride 
home from work. I know 
money is a problem, it's a 
problem for everything 
but there should be a cou
ple of buses at night." 

Mayor Gina Garbolino 
called the situation 
"impossible" and said 
that it was a matter of 
what the city could do 
with the money available. 

"It's about money, all of 
this is about money," Gar-

Transit fixed routes, aligning 
routes of similar service points 
and eliminating the H route 
due to low ridership. 

Routes C and G, which serv
iced Sierra Gardens in two loop 
routes, were combined with the 
E and F routes and made linear 
to allow riders two opportuni
ties for pick up and drop off. 

"We didn't want to make wholesale cuts. 

We want to still have a good service 

when all is said and done:~ 

. Mike Wixon, Roseville's alternative transportation ·manager 

Wixon said the modification 
from a looped route to a linear 
route would save an estimated 
$326,000 annually. 

Although Roseville Transit 
will continue the first run of 
service at 6 a.m. with new buses 
continuing every hour, the last 
buses will now begin their run 
at around 6:30 p.m. instead of 
7:30p.m. 

During public comment 
Roseville resident Geraldine, 
who declined to give her last 
name, was frustrated at the ear
1y fmal run as it made finding a 
ride home from work difficult 
for her and her nephew. 

• COUNCIL PAGE A2 

bolino said 
The Dial-a-Ride fares 

were also increased 25 
cents aud additional fees 
added for missed and 
same-day service. 

Wixon said the Trans
portation Department 
would work with riders to 
implement the new fees, 
but that if a Dial-a-Ride 
service was missed it 
would be $7.50. 

"We don't want to sur
prise people with this, but 
if Dial-a-Ride is sent out 
and no one's there, that's a 
service and revenue that's 
lost and needs to be 
recovered," Wixon said. 

Charging residents 

$7.50 for same day Djal
A-Ride service is an 
incentive to plan their 
trips in advance, Wixon 
said. 

Debbie Scott requested 
council consider a 
monthly pass for Dial-A
Ride customers like her
selfwho often take sever
al trips a day with the 
service and, with the new 
fare increase, would begin 
to spend more than $100 
a month on rides to her 
many doctor's appoint
ments. 

Council approved the 
recommended modifica
tions and Councilwoman 
Carol Garcia requested 
that the Transportation 
Department staff consid
er the monthly pass for 
Dial-a-Ride customers 
and increasing transit 
hours as funds become 
available. 


