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Its Tho 
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING SLOWS
 

·· hen the president announced 
his federal stimulus plan, ju
risdictions across the nation 

crossed their fingers for funding, and 
Placer County got in line. Because of 
forecasted population growth, Placer 
transportation agencies are trying to act 
fast to update and expand infrastructure, 
but the problem is available funding. 

A cut of the federal funds landed 
locally, "but you could only use the 
money on projects that already had 
federal environmental clearance and 
were ready [for] construction," says 
Celia McAdam, executive director of 
the Placer County Transportation Plan
ning Agency. 

Lead time and planning are crucial 
elements of any construction process, 
but the stimulus did not take that into 
account, she says. "What ended up 
happening is that we put most of the 
money into road rehabilitation - basic 
potholes and overlays." 

The planning agency would have 
preferred spending the money on big
picture projects such as the Lincoln 
Bypass and Interstate 80 interchanges 
- projects that are expensive, under-
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PLACER PROJECTS 

by Christine Calvin 

funded, crucial to the general plans of 
myriad jurisdictions, and, to the dismay 
of Placer County, only plodding along 
in their respective planning processes. 

"It's been challenging," McAdam 
says. "The first round (of funding) came, 
and immediately you had to spend the 

"The regular funding 
streams for roads, and 
particularly transit, are 
very much up in the air 
with big dark clouds." 

- Mike McKeever,
 
e:oemtive director,
 

Sacramento Area Council ofGovernments
 

money, and in a short time - six months 
- while jumping through significant 
hoops and-requirements." 

Only one major project was ready 
and met the requirements for fed
eral stimulus funding: the widening of 

Auburn Folsom Road. The stimulus dol
lars will fund phase three of the project 
this summer. 

"Federal stimulus was a short-term 
shot in the arm. The feds wanted that 
money spent fast to create jobs with rehab 
and road projects," says Mike McKeever, 
executive director of the Sacramento Area 
Council of Governments. "But it wasn't 
nearly enough money to bring the system 
up to where it needs to be." 

And that's just to meet today's de
mand. Placer County's population is 
expected to swell from 340,000 residents 
to more than 585,000 by 2035. The Sacra
mento Area Council of Governments h~ 

put forth its Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan to address the looming infrastruc
ture needs that will affect Placer and its 
neighbors. But despite its efforts to spend 
more than $42 billion to improve regional 
infrastructure over the next three de
cades, road congestion is still expe(:tl:'d 
to increase by 58 percent in the next l!i 
years, according to the organizatioll. 

"The reality is that, looking \0 Ilu' 

future, the transportation 11IIIding pic
ture is not good," McAdam says. "WI' 

are always working toward nWl'ling om 
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transportation needs, but there are some county needs to move forward with the 
we don't know how we will address." project and its $1.2 billion price tag, as 

Placer's list of unfunded construc estimated by SACOG. This includes a 
tion projects totals nearly $3 billion. In new IS-mile road connecting Highway 
addition, planners are concerned about 
public transportation, for which fund
ing and needed infrastructure is sparse 
in Placer. The county has nearly $400 "Ifyou look at Placer 
million in infrastructure projects un County and [its
der construction and is more than $50 
million in the hole, struggling to fund cities], their general
priority assignments and wondering 
how it will accommodate the growing plans are based on 
waiting list. 

"There is a disconnect between forecasting, but they 
what happens during the planning pro
cess and the funding realities. Most need to ask if all the 
local agencies don't verify that the im planned transportationprovements contained in their general 
plan are financially feasible," says Ron improvements are
Milam, principal in charge of technical
 
development at Fehr & Peers. "If you something they can
 
look at Placer County and [its cities],
 
their general plans are based on fore afford."
 
casting, but they need to ask if all the
 
planned transportation improvements - Ron Mila,m,
 

princip(J,[,are something they can afford. The real
Fehr&Peersization would be no - not without new 

funding mechanisms under the typical 
20-year timeframe for a general plan." 65 at Whitney Ranch Parkway to high

Placer Parkway is an example of the ways 70 and 99 in Sutter County. Just $10 
conflict between planning and fund million has been secured for the proj
ing. No cost and funding analysis was ect through an adopted fee program. 
performed for the project when it was An additional $475 million in projected 
identified in the 1992 Placer County funding depends on future impact fees 
General Plan, nor was there an environ and development. It is also assumed 
mental plan. Eighteen years later, the that Sutter County will provide $100 

Did you know ... 
Placer County is rolling out its mPower Placer program to spur property 
owners to invest in energy and water efficiency improvements? mPower Placer, 
which launched in March, provides private-property owners with financing 
of more than $2,500 at a 7.25 percent interest rate to make power generation 
improvements. The financed amount is amortized, and the annual amount 
due is added to the owners' property tax bill each year until paid in full. "This 
program has been up and running in Sonoma County for a year, and they are 
reporting that building trades employment is up 8 percent. They believe they 
have created about 900 jobs as a result," says Jenine Windeshausen, Placer 
County treasurer. Likewise, Sacramento County has also seen the benefits and 
would be following suit laterthis summer with a similar measure. More than 700 
property owners in Placer County have sat through the required information 
seminars, and more than 70 applications are pending approval. The financing 
will be provided through the county treasury, which has invested about $33 
million. Barring spikes in interest rates, the interest earned on the investments 
would sustain the program indefinitely. 

million as its share of the project. TIl<" 
remaining funding is unresolved. 

County officials have been working 
on developing new funding sources for 
years. They have come up with aggres
sive impact fee programs and might 
consider pursuing a transportation sales 
tax, similar to Sacramento's Measure A, 
once the economy turns, according to 
McAdam. Not having such a program 
puts the county at a disadvantage in al
tracting matching funds. 

County officials made an attempt ill 

the ballot box in 2007, but it required a 
two-thirds majority and preliminary poll
ing didn't deliver the necessary numbers. 
The idea has been dormant since. The 
county could also consider a sales tax, 
parcel tax or Mello-Roos fee. 

"Given the funding constraints that 
agencies face, we have started introduc
ing financial constraints into the planning 
process early," Milam says. "This helps 
agencies understand the important trade
offs associated with what they can afford 
to build and what compromises they 
need to consider in the event that fund
ing shortfalls occur. 

Milam says jurisdictions can't just 
increase impact fees. There are market 
and political constraints that limit fee lev
els, even if nexus studies justify a higher 
amount. This is especially true when 
communities compete for new develop
ment because of sales tax revenue or job 
growth. 

In the SACOG region, with the excep
tion of EI Dorado County, the impact fees 
charged to developers equate to less than 
the total actual costs to the jurisdictions. 
Assembly Bill 1600 allows jurisdictions 
to charge up to 100 percent of a devel
opment's impact fees - the costs of 
planning, design, land purchase and road 
construction. In EI Dorado County, impact 
fees are as high as $45,000 a unit, where 
in Roseville and Rocklin, impact fees are 
significantly less because those jurisdic
tions want to remain competitive. 

The county's primary concerns and 
priorities for future growth center on pay
ing for road expansions, the widening of 
portions of Highway 65 and a slew of new 
interchanges for Interstate 80. 

Officials expected developer impact 
fees to fund a number of those projects. 
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However, because revenue from impact 
fees are based on projections, counties 
cannot secure loans against them, "so 
you have to wait for the development 
and impacts to occur before you can 
generate the money to make the neces
sary improvements," McAdam says. "It 
would be wonderful to get out ahead of 
those needs now while prices are down 
and there is no development, but there 
is no income, so the timing is going to be 
mismatched." 

That can mean 10 or 15 years of 
growth and traffic congestion before 
enough money can be assessed and 
changes made. 

"Placer County is in the middle of 
one of our major transportation con
nectors. In addition, South Placer is 
one of the largest economic nodes in 
the greater Sacramento region. En
suring effective population growth is 
important," says Ryan Sharp, director 
of the Center for Strategic Economic 
Research. ' 

The county is acting qUickly to 
maximize its purchasing power and 
capitalize on some of the recession's 
benefits: decreased materials and 
construction costs and a massive 
pool Of available labor. 

"Because of the timing and the 
economy, we are able to make money 
go farther and move faster than we 
were anticipating," McAdam says. 

These projects include $61 mil
lion from a federal transportation bill 
passed in 2005 and an additional $10 
million in federal earmarks. Combined 
with 2006 Proposition IB funding 
$4.5 billion for California highways 
- and other state and local fund
ing, the county is working to resolve 
the Interstate 80 bottleneck between 
Placer and Sacramento counties. 

"We're going gangbusters. When 
we originally got the earmark, we 
thought the money would be enough 
to do phase two and half of phase 
three," McAdam says. "As we got more 

creative and the economy changed, 
not only were we able to do all of 
phases two and three, but the savings 
was nearly $30 million. So the money 
can now go into a number of other 
projects in that corridor," including 
reconstructing the Eureka Road in
terchange, preconstruction for the 
Rocklin Road interchange, adding an 
auxiliary lane to that location, and 
preconstruction for rehabbing the 
Highway 65 interchange, all along [n
terstate 80. 

The $10 million in federal earmarks 
is also paying for a fraction of the $325 
million Lincoln Bypass project, one of 
the county's most pressing priorities. 
Phase one alone is estimated to cost 
about $300 million, McAdam says. 

"That money has allowed us to 
keep moving along with the federal en
vironmental documents, design, and 
agreements with Caltrans," McAdam 
says. "Having the right money at the 
right time makes all the difference." © 
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The Bottleneck: 'People must remain patient and let us do 
our work' 
By Brad Smith -- The Press Tribune 

It will be some time before Roseville's Interstate 80 
bottleneck is fixed. 

The 1-80 Bottleneck Project will be completed by mid
2011 said Celia McAdam of the Placer County 
Transportation Planning Agency. 

McAdam said she will be honest about the situation. 

"It's going through a long, hard and dirty period of 
construction," McAdam said. "But people must remain 
patient and let us do our work. Trust me, when we're 
done - you're going to be very pleased." 

On Wednesday McAdam and members from CalTrans 
were part of a town hall meeting and tour of various 
roadway construction sites - including the Bottleneck. 

Brad Smith "We felt it was important to keep people informed of 

Celia McAdam of the Placer County Transportation Planning our progress," she said. "I know a lot of people have 
Agency is very open about how long it will be before the I questions and concerns." 
80 "Bottleneck" project is completed. "It'll take time but 
believe me people will be pleased with the finished McAdam said the 1-80 Bottleneck Project started 
product," she said. Here, McAdam is on a tour of various sometime after Sacramento County finished its 
road construction sites scattered throughout the county. interstate renovations. 

"It was all 10 lanes until you hit the Placer County 
line," McAdam said. "Then it was six lanes and a lot of 
frustrated drivers. The bottleneck causes more than 
463,000 hours of delay every year." 

McAdam said the county - along with calTrans and 
the City of Roseville - drew up plans to correct the problem. The plan called for expansion of traffic lanes, increasing 
them from six to 10. 

"Once we got through the environmental assessment process, things moved quickly," McAdam said. "Phase 1 - which 
extended the eastbound on-ramp from Riverside Avenue/Auburn Boulevard to become an auxiliary lane through to the 
Douglas Boulevard interchange - was finished in 2007." . 

The second phase is adding carpool and auxiliary lanes from the county line to Eureka Road. McAdam said that phase 
would be completed late this year. 

"The final phase is adding similar lanes from Eureka Road to Highway 65," she said. 

This is now under construction and is set to finish in summer 2011, McAdam said. 

"Other than the length of time involved, this is one of the best projects I've ever worked on," McAdam said. "There 
have been no major problems or challenges. Support for this project has been universal and funding hasn't been a 
problem." 

She said that people have been patient and understanding of the situation. 

"People coming through the Bottleneck have been very cautious and aware of the construction going on around 
them," McAdam said. "We haven't had serious traffic collisions or people being hurt during these projects. I guess folks 
have gotten used to the situation." 
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McAdam hopes that people's collective patience and understanding will continue. 

"Because the pay-off is something really great," she said. "When this is done, the bottleneck will be a thing of the 
past. Roseville will be free of it and commuters will be able to enjoy the expanded traffic lanes. 

"That's what this project has been all about." 

David King, a former Rocklin resident who is in the process of moving to Tahoe, said he knows the frustration of 
dealing with jam-packed traffic lanes. 

"I didn't a need a sign telling me I was in Placer County," he said. "The instant I saw dozens of cars and trucks ahead 
of me - moving at a snail's pace if I was lucky - I knew where I was." 

King said he thought the widening project will work. 

"I've seen it work in other places and I think people should be happy with it," he said. "I know I will be." 

Cost: The entire project is currently estimated to cost $89.3 million - with $71.6 million secured by former 
Congressman John Doolittle and a coalition of advocates who had an interstate widening project put in a 2005 Federal 
transportation bill. All phases of the project are now fully funded through a combination of Federal earmarks, State 
transportation infrastructure bond funding, and local development fees. 

Timeline: 

Phase 1: Extended eastbound on-ramp from Riverside Ave/Auburn Blvd to become an auxiliary lane through to the 
Douglas Blvd interchange. This phase also included purchase of all right of way needed for the full project (Completed 
August 2007). 

Phase 2: Eastbound and westbound carpool and auxiliary lanes from the Sacramento/Placer County line to just west of 
Miners Ravine (between the Lead Hill Blvd over crossing and Eureka Road) will be constructed along with westbound 
improvements at the Auburn/Riverside Blvd, Douglas Blvd, and Atlantic/Eureka Road interchanges (Still under 
construction and will be completed by the end of the year). 

Phase 3: Add auxiliary lanes and carpool lanes on both eastbound and westbound sides from just west of Miners 
Ravine to just east of SR 65, approximately 2.2 miles in length (Still under construction and will be completed by mid
2011). 

Brad Smith can be reached at brads@goldcountrymedia.com. 
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ACaltrans worker assists in the construction of abridge over Markham Ravine for the Lincoln Bypass. The bypass 
is expected to reduce traffic on GStreet in the historic downtown from 31,000 to 18,000 vehicles daily. 

Lincoln welcomes bypass 
but worries about downtown 
CITY FEARS DRAG ON BUSINESS, SEEKS MAKEOVER TO DRAW PUBLIC 

LINCOLN 
BYPASS 
The new road will 
replace a stretch 
of Highway 65. 
Expected 
completion: 
2012 
Cost: $325 million 
Miles: 11.7 

[] Whole or partial 
. interchange 

e	 Traffic signal
 
intersection
 

r;;:;;;'$o Four lanes
 
~ ..·Twolanes
 

Source: Caltrans 

NATHANIEL L~INE 
nlevine@sacbee.com 

By ToNY BIZJAK 
tbi:4ak@sacbee.com 

Downtown Lincoln's· historic main 
street boasts picturesque brick buildings, 
quaint shops and one gnarly traffic jam. 

Thousands of commuters and truckers 
rumble through each day on old Highway 
65, kicking up dust and noise and gener
ally making G Street - as it's; known in 
town - a place locals don't care to go. 
. Soon, though, this traffic stream will be 

. diverted 
Caltrans is well into building an ll-mile 

highwayto the west thatwillbypass down
town Lincoln. Opening day is slated for 
sometime in 2012, and could knock G 

. Street traffic from 31,000 vehicles a day 
down to 18,000. 

City officials and G Street merchants 
can't wait. Almost none of the pass

LINCOLN I Back page, Al4 
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I Lincoln: Consultant ad,ises
 
'anti-mall' feel downtown
 
FROM PAGEAl with Mom and Dad." 
throughtrafficstopstospend "I'm hoping, anytime But Lincoln's downtown 
money in town, they say. has positives to build on, 

But when the cars leave, aof o day or evening, Gruen said. It has personality 
question remains: Will Lin- . I and history. It's compact and 
coIn residents and other visi-' . we call see peop e walkable. It feels safe. Rents 
tors return, or will the downc 'on the streets." are low, and it will remain 
town struggle even mQre as centrally located as the city, 
fewer people pass by? TOM COSGROVE, grows. 

.mayor ofLincoln, woo said the 
Bypass roads have weak- city need:; to 1TWld a distinct ' It could be a place, Gruen 

· ened downtowns across persorialityfor its historic core said, for professonals to rent 
America. Lincoln leaders small offices. It couldbe a cen
need only look to Sutter ter of' nightlife; dining and 
Creek to know they face a are also vacant storefronts art.' 
challenge. The state recently 'and restaurants. "The downtown should al-
built a Highway 49 bypass. Some are casualties of the most be the anti-mall," he 
Sutter Creek Mayor Gary recession, which has hit this said. 
Wooten calls the results a once high-flying city hard. While the city lacks money 
mixed bag. .But the economy isn't the .for a major redo, Gruen said 

"Downtown is more peace- orily force at work it could do some small things 
ful," he said. People caD. cross GStreet alsois sufferingbe- right away to make G Street 
the street without woITying cause of competition from feel more friendly, like wash
about getting hit by a truck newer, bigger stores, such as ing traffic grime off the side
But we've lost business."· Target and Home Depot, in walks, putting in streetlights 

Sutter Creek officials have . shopping centers on the and adding diagonal parking. 
'put up signs at the turnoff south side of town, and in' Downtown business own
encouraging drivers to come Roseville and Rocklin. ers talk about farmers mar-
visit. The city population kets, festivals and parades. 

Lincoln leaders say they're boomed in the last decade Fashion Fo Paws shop 
convinced their bypass will from 10,000 to 41,000. Yet owner Crystal Pierson pic
be a blessing, but orily if the downtown's share of the city tures a dog-friendly event on 

· city takes action now to bol- sales pie fell in that time from G Street. 
ster downtown. The city has 93 percent to 20 percent, and ''We need to have a pet pa
hired consulting firm Gruen total sales in downtown are rade," she said. ''We have to 
Groen & Associates of San down. be open-minded about things 

·Francisco to write an action Competition· won't lessen like that. It'll bring people in 
plan. The company will offer in the future. The city plans from everywhere." 
the city preliminary ideas regional shopping centers One idea: Give downtown 
next month. hugging the bypass to the distinct entrance points, pos-

When the bypass opens, west in coming decades, as sibly using terra cotta art in
the state will decommission well as smaller retail outlets spired by the town's stalwart 
the old highway and tum mixed with new residential manufacturer, Gladding, Mc
ownership ofG Street over to villages_ A Walgreens is Bean,whlch set up shop on 
Lincoln. ' planned for hiter this year on G Street 135 years ago. 

Mayor Tom Cosgrove said the south side of the city. Standing at the comer of 
the city needs to mold a dis- Lincoln's task, when the 5th and G streets last week, 
tinct personality for its, his- new road opens, is to woo its with logging trucks blocking 
toric core, which got its start own residents back down- the view across the street, 
ill 1859 as the terminus for a town by offering something Mayor Cosgrove said he has 
rail line into Sacramento. City they can't find in the big box pushed for·the traffic rerout
incorporation came in 1890. stores and shopping centers ,ing pr.oject for more than a 
. ''We wantit to be a place, alongHighway65,consultant decade, knowing it is the 

for lack ofa betterword," Cos- Aaron Gruen says. That may right thing for downtown Lin- . 
grove said. "I'm hoping, any- b~ difficult, since most are coIn. 
time ofdayorevening, we can newcomers who never had a 'This traffic took control, 

· see people on the streets." connection to downtown in out of our hands," he said. 
The city's seven-block the first place. 'The bypass gives us the op

downtown contains attrac-· "They didn't grow up portunitytoplanourfuture~" 
tive brick buildings that haVe there," Gruen said. "They 
been restored- some with sig- don't have memories ofgoing Call The Bee's Tony Bizjak, 
nificant city loans. But there to the shoe store downtown (916) 321-1059.. 
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o More, taller and louder 
o locomotives are now 
rolling through Auburn 

BY GUS THOMSON. 
JOURNAl STAff WRITER 

Should Union Pacific do 
.something about the noise its 
trains are making? 

Stuckwith a noisy corpqrate 
neighbor they can't seem to do 
anything about,Auburn'~ Joan 
and Allan Lovan think so. . 

They say Union 
Pacific's moves in 
recent months to 
increase the size 
of its trains 
through 0 Auburn 
h~s turned a bear-

Allan Lovan	 able situation 
wher~ they were 
able to co-exist0 

with 0 the	 noise 
from the tracks 
about 50	 yards0 

from their home 
into an intolerable 
one. 

o 0Joan Lovan "We want to 
stay here," Joan 
Lovan said. "We 0 

don't want to be forced out." 
The two have lived in their 

ErinDrive homefor seven years. 0 

The econorhic doWnturn hasn't 
helped p~operty values· but 
when Union Pacific increased . 

o the height ofits tunnels through 
o the Sierra skiiting Interstate 80; 

the Lovans say they noticed a 
huge increase in noise. Instead 
of a single engine pulling rail 
cars, theynowsaytheyhave two 
ortlueelumberingby. 

• SEE NOISE PAGE A8 
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nNOISE: Union Pacific's double~stack trains travel through as many as 10-1~ times daily 
o 

~ 

continued from A1 ' . 

"Before November (when 
longer, taller trams started travel; 
ing the Sierra route through 
Auburn), we could barely hear 
the trains," Allan Lovan said. 
"Now the noise seems to have 
tripled. It's heartbreaking." 

Union Pacific's dO,uble-stack, 
9,OOO-foot freight trains started 
running on the eastbound tracks 
up to 10 to 12 times a day 
through Auburn after the Sierra 
tunnels were notched out to 
increase clearance. Union Pacif" 
ic says it anticipates that once a 
double-tracking 'construction 

'project is completed in the 
mountains, numbers will 
increase even more. 

In the past, as many as 30 
trains per day traveled through 
Auburn. With the double-track 
route in place, Union Pacific is 
predicting it could run from 25 
.to 40 trains a day. . 

The Lovans' quest for. some 
relief hasn't exactly fallen on 
deafears.Joan Lovan said that a 
Federal Railroad Admmistration 
official visited from Sacramento 
three times but then bowed out 
of setting up noise testing 
equipment because conditions 
in the area wouldn't apparently 
provide a good enough reading. 

Through thePlacer Air Pollu

I..,,~.~~t'l 

. BEN FURTADO • ~UBURN JOURNAL . 

A Union Pacific engine rolls through town towing a loa.d of 
twO"story container cars-:- a new sight in Auburn overthe' 
past few months that is creating concerns for some residents. 

tion Control District, the Lovans 
received an indication ofUrti.on 
Pacific's stance on their com
plaint. 

The Lovans had questioned 
whether the decision by Union 
Pacific to route ,double-stack 
trains and longer trains along 
the Sierra route needs a Califor
nia Environmental Quality Act 
study and local approval. 

The response earlier this 
month from Union PaCific to ' 
the air district is that the rail cOr
poration is exempt from the 
environmental quality act and 
its locomotives comply with all 

federal air-emission standards. 
AI Lovan, formerly of Sacra

,mento, and Joan Lovan,foirner
ly of Georgetowp, had spent 
more than $70,000 in renova
t~ons, including replacin,g dou
ble-pane windows. But the trairi 
noise is forcing them to recon
sider where they're living, even 
if it means moving out at a loss. 

"This was 'it,' we thought," 
Joan said. 

While the Lovaris are living in 
ap extreme state of discomfort, 
neighborAida Meade - an Erin 
Drive resident closer to the 
tracks - has a different view. 

"It doe~n't bother me at all," 
Meade saId.. 

Meade said she feels an earth 
berm built when the subdivi~' 
sion was developed helps 
deflect sound waves. 
" And with the lack of response 

. she said Union Pacific has given '. 
to her concerns about clearing 
brush in the railroad right of 
way, Meade said she doesn't 
believe people complaining 
about train noise will have 
much luck with the Omaha, 
Neb.-based corporation. 
'She added that she would, 

hate to see a barrier erected. 
. , 'Td like t6 preserve the coun
.try style of living with no walls 
or sound barriers," Meade said. 
, The Placer County' Trans
portation Planning Agency and 
Placer County Supervisor Jim 
Holmes have also heard the 
Lovans' concerns. 

Celia McAdam, planning 
agency executive director, 'said 
the railroad has many positive 
impacts i~duding keeping 

erallaw, U~ion Pacific CC!J1 run ::l
rt 

as many traIns as they wapt and '-' 
there's not· a thing we can do 
about it," McAdam said. ' 
,Holme,s said he grew up with 

the sound oftrains and, indeed, 
Auburn and its environs have 
grown up around the railroad. 

.Since November, Holmes said 
he has fielded concerns from 
the Lovans and the Penryn 
Municipal Advisory Committee 
has also inqUired about the sit
uation. 

But Holmes said he doesn't 
expect any changes to the cur
rent situation from Union Pacif
ic or t,he federal government, 
which oversees rail transporta
tion. 

"The railroad has been part of . 
Plater County for over 150 
years," Holmes said. "You go 
back to Abraham Lincoln 
ensuring we had this route." 

Holmes said that from a 
county supervisor's perspective, 
he would consider rules that 
would call for any developer 

trucks off the highway and . building near railroad tracks to 
decreasing congestion. She's 
referred the Lovans to the state 
Public Utilities Commission but 
even then, any noise reform at 
the state level "would be playing 
around the margins" offederal 
.regulations, she said. 

. "The reality is that under fed-

mitigate the impact of railroad 
noise. 

~'And the Union Pacific posi
tion would be to say the county 
.shouldn't allow houses near rail
road tracks," Holmes said. 

Attempts to contact Union 
Pacific were unsuccessful. 


