
MEMORANDUM
 

299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE: July 14, 2010
  
FROM: David Melko, Senior Planner   
  
SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT 
 
 
Capitol Corridor Update  
After 14 months of decline, ridership increased by 7.0 percent in June compared to the same month 
in 2009, exceeding Business Plan projections by 13.0 percent. Ridership at the three Placer stations 
declined, although at a significantly reduced rate compared to prior months: 2.5 percent at Auburn; 
12.8 percent at Rocklin; and 16.3 percent at Roseville. The Capitol Corridor continues to be 
negatively impacted by the state’s three furlough Fridays (which are due to be rescinded starting 
July 1). The Capitol Corridor also continues to be the third busiest Amtrak route in the nation, with 
ridership at 1.56 million for the previous 12 months. 
 
June revenue increased 11.5 percent compared to June 2009, and 4.5 percent over the adopted 
Business Plan. 
 
June fare recovery was 50.4 percent, meeting the State and Business Plan goal of 50.0 percent. 
Year-to-date fare recovery is at 48 percent. 
 
June on-time performance averaged 91.4 percent, continuing the reliability trend that began with the 
completion of the tie-renewal programs (from mid-January through mid-March and two days in 
early June). The Capitol Corridor remains at number one in the Amtrak national system with its on-
time performance for multi-frequency trains. 
 
The Capitol Corridor is continuing to work with UPRR on developing a memorandum of 
understanding, developing a financing plan, preparing a grant application and environmental 
assessment (EA) to submit to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for capital funding to 
bring additional service to Placer County. 
 
To respond to the weak discretionary travel market, the Capitol Corridor marketing campaigns will 
target commuter and business travel as well as mid-day discretionary travel, with discounts for 
seniors and school groups, and restart the Kids Ride Free on Weekends. The Capitol Corridor and 
PCTPA are jointly developing an online advertising plan to promote the summer outreach campaign 
in Placer County. 


