
MEMORANDUM
 

299 Nevada Street · Auburn, CA 95603 · (530) 823-4030 · FAX 823-4036 
www.pctpa.net 

TO: Board of Directors DATE:  August 10, 2010
  
FROM: Celia McAdam, Executive Director  
  
SUBJECT: UPDATE ON ADDING CAPITOL CORRIDOR TRAINS TO PLACER 

COUNTY 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
None.  For information only. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Ever since the first Capitol Corridor train started in December 1991, we have been working 
diligently to bring additional rail service to Placer County.  The Board is well aware of the 
challenges encountered over the years in obtaining the agreements with Union Pacific Railroad, 
the owner of the tracks, to allow more trains.  
 
DISCUSSION 
After years of discussion, it now appears that a second train to Auburn is within our sight.   
 
Union Pacific Railroad (UP) and the Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority (CCJPA) have 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to bring additional rail service to Placer 
County.  A signed copy of the MOU is shown in Attachment 1. 
 
The additional train is contingent on the success of the CCJPA’s application to the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) for Phase II track improvements to the UP Donner line.  PCTPA 
has been a partner with this FRA application, including the issue as a top focus for our Federal 
advocacy program in 2010.   
 
The MOU also addresses the Sacramento-Roseville Third Main Line Project, which are the track 
and facility improvements needed to allow ten (10) round trips per day on the Capitol Corridor to 
Roseville. 
 
Some items of note include: 
 
1. If the FRA funds for the Phase II Donner line are approved, the additional train to Auburn 

can begin virtually immediately.  David Kutrosky of the CCJPA estimates that the additional 
train to Placer County and resulting schedule improvement would mean a 3% increase in 
overall ridership and a 2% decrease in overall costs. 

 
2. In addressing the Third Main Line Project, the MOU notes the need for the CCJPA to gain 

support from the City of Roseville, PCTPA, and other parties to relocate the Roseville 
Station westward.   While such support will be needed for the larger Main Line project, the 
station relocation agreement is not needed for the additional round trip to Auburn.  
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Now that the MOU is signed, CCJPA, PCTPA, and the City of Roseville are set to meet 
August 23 to further explore this issue. 

 
3. This is not a done deal.  The MOU is non-binding and intended express current 

understanding and serve as a basis of continued negotiations.  That means further binding 
agreements would be needed.  

 
While there are numerous contingencies left to work through, the signing of this MOU 
nonetheless represents a significant step forward in bringing additional passenger rail service to 
Placer County. 
 
Staff will continue to keep the Board informed as developments occur. 
 
CM:ss 
 
 



Jerry Wilmoth 
General Manager Network Infrasteneture 

August 4, 2010 

Mr. David B. Kutrosky 
Managing Director 
Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority 
300 Lakeside Drive, le floor East 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Re: 	Sacramento-Auburn service and UPRR facility improvements & expansion of capacity 
between San Jose - Oakland — Sacramento — Roseville - Auburn 

Dear David: 

This letter will serve as the Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") between Capitol Corridor Joint 
Powers Authority ("CCJPA") and Union Pacific Railroad ("UPRR") covering certain actions and 
improvements identified below along the UPRR right-of-way, including between San Jose-Oakland-
Sacramento-Roseville-Auburn ("Corridor"), to permit the operation of: (i) a maximum of ten (10) 
round trip CCJPA trains per day between Sacramento and Roseville and (ii) one (1) additional daily 
CCJPA train pair on the portion of the Corridor between Sacramento and Auburn ("Additional 
Auburn Train"). As set forth in Section 8 below, this is a non-binding MOU whose purpose is to 
facilitate further negotiations in anticipation of a possible later binding agreement. 

1. CCJPA shall be submitting an application for FY 2010 FRA HSIPR totaling $41 million ("HSIPR 
Funding") to secure the necessary funds for the improvements to UPRR's Roseville Subdivision 
shown on the attached Exhibit A (Donner Pass Project — Phase II). The Donner Pass Project - Phase 
11 is currently estimated at approximately $51.1 million and is a continuation of ongoing corridor 
improvements that will ultimately represent an approximately $73.1 million investment in the Donner 
Pass Route. UPRR has previously expended $22 million for the Donner Pass Project — Phase I 
improvements and will commit an additional $10.3 million in matching funds to the Donner Pass 
Project — Phase 11 collectively constituting its "match" of $32.3 million for UPRR's Donner Pass 
Project. These efforts to secure funding shall include but not be limited to direct CCJPA application 
for funds, assistance and support of UPRR's direct applications for such funds, and for any programs 
whereby there is an opportunity for joint application for funds. This investment will create a double-
tracked route for UPRR's Roseville Subdivision that can accommodate high-cube double stack 
intermodal equipment and one (I) additional passenger train to Auburn. The project shall include all 
track work, signaling, tunnel clearing work, etc. 

2. CCJPA will work with UPRR and other agencies to apply and secure funding for the "Lathrop 
Connection", shown on the attached Exhibit B, which will allow UPRR to route more freight trains 
destined to/from the Central Valley and Southern California from and to the Oakland area via this 
new connection, thereby improving reliability for CCJPA, Amtrak San Joaquin Intercity Passenger 
Service, and the Amtrak Coast Starlight and California Zephyr long-distance trains that currently 
operate along various portions of UPRR's Martinez and Roseville subdivisions. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 10031 Foothills Blvd. Roseville, CA 95747 ph. (916) 789.6360 
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3. (a) CCJPA and UPRR will jointly develop and work to implement as quickly as possible an 
operating plan, for passenger trains operating through UPRR's Roseville Yard, that will eliminate the 
movement of passenger trains along UPRR trackage located in the vicinity of UP's Diesel Shop area. 

(b) CCJPA will gain support from City of Roseville and Placer County Transportation Planning 
Agency ("PCTPA") and other interested agencies for the relocation of the existing Roseville Station 
to a new site west of the current station site. The new Roseville Station site shall be located on 
property that can accommodate the station and be consistent with UPRR's preliminary track plans for 
future facilities, including a separate and dedicated station access track, between Sacramento and 
Roseville. 

(c) Upon commencement of operation of the Additional Auburn Train, CCJPA will eliminate the 
operation of one (1) weekday train pair between Sacramento and Oakland (Train Nos.518/551). 
Notwithstanding this reduction of one (1) weekday train pair to an operating plan of fifteen (15) 
weekday train pairs between Oakland and Sacramento, the maximum authorized number of CCJPA 
daily train pairs between Sacramento and Oakland remains at sixteen (16) pursuant to existing 
agreements previously executed by and between the CCJPA and UPRR. 

4. CCJPA will secure funds to enter into a contract amendment to the CCJPA/UPRR 
Design/Engineering and Track Access Agreement (or such similar contract as may be required by the 
funding source) to reimburse UPRR for its costs to develop design plans, conduct environmental 
studies, and establish cost estimates for planned track and facility improvements, including a 
proposed third mainline track between Sacramento and Roseville ("Sacramento — Roseville Third 
Main Line Project") as outlined in the attached Exhibit C conceptual drawing dated July 30, 2009, 
between Sacramento and Roseville/Auburn to support a maximum of 10 daily round-trip CCJPA 
trains to/from Roseville. 

5. CCJPA and UPRR further agree that any possible future consideration of a limited level of 
additional train service to Auburn (not to exceed a total daily frequency of 4 train pair between 
Roseville and Auburn, all to be operated directionally in specific morning and evening periods with a 
minimum of forty (40) minute headways between CCJPA passenger trains), will only occur after the 
following: (i) the completion of construction of the Sacramento-Roseville Third Main Line Project; 
(ii) the completion of the Donner Pass Project — Phase II; (iii) the development of a fully directional 
operating plan for passenger train operations between Roseville and Auburn, including the 
construction of any required infrastructure and sufficient passenger equipment storage facilities at 
Auburn to prevent the need for deadhead equipment moves on the Roseville Subdivision, all at no 
cost to UPRR; and (iv) completion of track and station improvements at a new Roseville Station (this 
will include closure of the existing Roseville Amtrak station to continued passenger service). 

6. CCJPA and UPRR will jointly develop project improvement "scope of work" for the 
Sacramento/Roseville Third Main Line Project. UPRR shall establish cost estimates for the identified 
improvements in items No. 1, 2, 3 and 4. CCJPA and UPRR shall jointly establish a schedule for 
project implementation and completion based upon the available capital funding stream. It is clearly 
understood and agreed that it is the responsibility of agencies other than UPRR to secure such funding 
and that there will be no increase in the number of CCJPA trains operating between Sacramento and 
Roseville/Auburn, except as provided below in Section 7, until the CCJPA has completed the 
required infrastructure improvements and satisfied the requirements of Sections 2, 3(a), and 3(c). 



By: 

Mr. D. B. Kutrosky, CCJPA 
Re: MOU UPRR & CCJA Donner 
Page - 3 

Network Infrastructure ( 

August 4, 2010 

7. Upon execution of an appropriate grant agreement between FRA and CCJPA for the 1-1SIPR 
Funding of the Donner Pass Project - Phase 11, with terms and conditions acceptable to UPRR, UPRR 
shall permit CCJPA to initiate the Additional Auburn Train pair (for a total of two (2) CCJPA daily 
trains operating directionally in specific morning and evening periods with a minimum of forty (40) 
minute headways) as soon thereafter as arrangements can be made to do so. To formally authorize 
the Additional Auburn Train the parties shall execute an amendment to the agreement that authorizes 
CCJPA operations on UPRR track as soon as practicable following execution of the grant agreement 
and a construction and maintenance agreement between CCJPA and UPRR for the Donner Pass 
Project — Phase II work. 

8. This MOU is intended to serve as the basis for additional negotiations. Neither party is bound to 
any of the terms set forth herein and both may propose different or additional terms as negotiations 
proceed. Although both parties will work together and negotiate in good faith, neither has any 
obligation to continue negotiations and, until the transaction(s) is fully negotiated, documented in a 
written agreement(s) signed by both parties, and approved in accordance with the internal approval 
policies of each party, neither party has any obligation to the other party with respect to the proposed 
transaction(s). 

The parties hereto agree that by entering into this MOU that any and all past or future request for any 
public benefits associated with public funding requests will have been fulfilled as provided in this 
MOU. 

I believe the foregoing accurately reflects our understanding on this matter. If you agree, please 
execute both originals and return one (1) original to me for UPRR's records. Otherwise, please call 
me to discuss further. 

Sincerely, 

jCiei .teraliiMm  
J

oatnhager,  

ACCEPTED AND AGREED: 
CAPITOL CORRIDOR JOINT POWE AUTHORITY 

Name: David B. Kutrosky  

Title: 	Managing Director  

Date: 0   
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